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SOFIA RANCHORDÁS 

TILBURG UNIVERSITY 

TILBURG LAW SCHOOL 

& LUISS GUIDO CARLI 

Email address: s.h.ranchordas 

@tilburguniversity.edu 

LinkedIn  Twitter: @SRanchordas 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Professional experience 

 

Tilburg University, Tilburg Law School, December 2022-present 

Full Professor of Administrative Law 
Teaching: Advanced Dutch Constitutional and Administrative Law (LLM); Administrative Law (LLB 

Global Law) 

 

LUISS Guido Carli, Faculty of Law, Rome, Italy (September 2021-present) 

Professor of Public Law, Innovation, and Sustainability (part-time position, tenured) 

Teaching: Law and Policy of Innovation and Sustainability; Regulatory Innovation; Management and 

Financing of the Energy Transition 

 

Lund University, Faculty of Sociology, Department of Sociology of Law, Sweden (June 2022-June 

2027) 

Visiting Professor in the context of a WASP-HS Project (2022-2027) 

 

*** 

 

University of Groningen, The Netherlands, September 2017- December 2022 

Full Professor of EU and Comparative Public Law 

 

Associate Professor with Chair (tenure-track) & Rosalind Franklin Fellow (September 2017– December 

2020) 

 

Teaching: Dutch Administrative Law 1, 2, 3 (LLB); Dutch and European Administrative Law (LLM 

Dutch Law); Law and Governance of Digital Safety; Digital Government; Administrative Law and 

Market Regulation 

 

Leiden Law School, The Netherlands, June 2016-October 2017 

Assistant Professor of Constitutional and Administrative Law  

Teaching: Administrative Law, European Administrative Law, Legislation 
 

Yale Law School, Information Society Project January 2015 – May 2016 

Resident Fellow, Post-doctoral studies 

Research Coordination: Yale Law and Technology Speakers Series 

 

Tilburg Law School, The Netherlands, August 2013 – May 2016 

(research sabbatical between January 2015-May 2016) 

Assistant Professor (tenure-track)  

Teaching: Administrative Law, Legislation, Comparative Administrative Law, Constitutional Law 

 

Vieira de Almeida e Associados [law firm], Portugal, September 2008 – August 2009 

Junior associate, European and Competition Law 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sofia-ranchordas-86111413/
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EDUCATION: 

Tilburg Law School, The Netherlands & University of Antwerp, Belgium • PhD 2014 

Honors: Cum laude (single distinction for PhD degrees in the Netherlands, top 5%) 

Dissertation entitled “Sunset Clauses and Experimental Legislation: Blessing or Curse for Innovation?” 

Tilburg University Best Dissertation Prize. 

 

Utrecht University, The Netherlands • LLM (Law and Economics) 2010 

Honors: Cum laude (top 5%). Master thesis on the regulation of insider trading graded with 10/10. 

 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, Porto, Portugal • LLB [Licenciatura, 2007] & LLM [Mestrado em 

Direito Publico] 2009 

Honors: Summa cum laude (top 2%, GPA 18/20) 
Recipient of a Merit Scholarship for the entire duration of LLB & LLM (full tuition fee exemption); 

 

Minor in Corporate Law and Financial Markets, University of Lisbon – Law School, Portugal, 2008. 

 

Working Papers: 

Administrative Law and Power Asymmetries (with Shirley Kempeneer) 

Theory and Social-legal Methods to Study Vulnerability (with Jannice Käll and Timothy York) 

The Automation of Administrative Law and Gender 

Empathy as Public Value (with Malou Beck) 

Race and Regulation 

The Law of Normal People: Over- and Underregulation 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS: 

 

2024 

 

Introduction to Law and Regulation, Cambridge University Press, 2nd ed. (with Karen Yeung) (in press, 

expected publication date October/November 2024) 

 

Inaugural Address/Oratie: Administrative Blindness: All the Citizens the State Cannot See. Tilburg 

University (26 April 2024), available 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4811928 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4811928  

 

‘Regulatory Sandboxes and Innovation-friendly Regulation: Between Collaboration and Capture’, 

Italian Journal of Public Law, 2024/vol. 1 (with Valeria Vinci) (peer-reviewed); 

 

‘The Invisible Citizen in the Digital State: Administrative Law Meets Digital Constitutionalism’ in De 

Poorter, J; Oirsouw, C.; van der Schyff, G. (eds). European Yearbook of Constitutional Law (Springer, 

2024). 

 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4811928
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4811928


3 

 

‘Vulnerability’ in Kaufmann, Mareile and Lomell, Heidi Mork (eds) Handbook of Digital Criminology. 

De Gruyter, Forthcoming (October 9, 2023). Kaufmann, Mareile and Lomell, Heidi Mork (eds) 

Handbook of Digital Criminology. De Gruyter, Forthcoming. Available at SSRN: 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4596689 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4596689 (with Malou Beck) 

 

2023 

 

‘AI in Smart Cities: A Primer on Inequality’ in Alberto Quintavalla & Jeroen Temperman (eds), 

Handbook on AI and Fundamental Rights (Oxford University Press) 

 

‘Soft Law in City Regulation and Governance’ In U. Mörth, E. Korkea-aho, & M. Eliantonio 

(Eds.), Research Handbook on Soft Law. Edward Elgar Publishing (with A. Voorwinden), 

available at https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3978959 

 

Goanta, C., Aletras, N., Chalkidis, I., Ranchordas, S., & Spanakis, G. (2023). Regulation 

and NLP (RegNLP): Taming large language models. In H. Bouamor, J. Pino, & K. Bali 

(Eds.), Proceedings of the 2023 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language 

Processing (pp. 8712-8724). Association for Computational Linguistics. 

https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2023.emnlp-main.539 (peer-reviewed) 
  

 

2022 

 

‘Empathy in the Digital Administrative State’ 71 Duke Law Journal 1341. 

 

* ‘Smart Public Law’ 2 Italian Journal of Public Law 416 (with Christian Iaione) (peer-reviewed) 

 
‘Automated Government for Vulnerable Citizens: Intermediating Rights’ 72 William & Mary Bill of 

Rights (with Luisa Scarcella)  

 

* ‘Connected but Still Excluded?’ in M. Ienca, O. Pollicino, L. Liguori, R. Andorno, E. Stefanini (Eds) 

The Cambridge Handbook of Life Science, Information Technology and Human Rights (Cambridge 

University Press, 2021) (invited) (peer-reviewed) 

 

* ‘Smart Mobility and Services: Policy and Legal Issues’ in L. Gormley, K. Purnhagen & S. 

Garben (eds), Oxford University Press Online Encyclopedia of EU Law (OUP, 2020, 

forthcoming) (peer-reviewed) [section Transport]; (peer-reviewed) 

 

The digitization of government and digital exclusion: Setting the scene. In C. Blanco de Morais, 

G. Ferreira Mendes, & T. Vesting (Eds.), The rule of law in cyberspace (pp. 125-148). ( Law, 

Governance and Technology Series ; Vol. 49). Springer 

 

2021 

 

‘Experimental lawmaking in EU law’ EU Law Live [October 21, 2021 -Weekend Edition]  

 

* ‘Experimental Regulations and Regulatory Sandboxes: Law without Order?’ _ Law & Method (peer-

reviewed) 

 

‘Experimental Regulation for AI: Sandboxes for Morals and Mores?,’ 1 Morals and Machines [inaugural 

issue, invited submission] 

 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4596689
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3978959
https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2023.emnlp-main.539
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2020 

 

Time, Law, and Change (Hart Publishing, 2020) (with Yaniv Roznai, eds) 

 

The Regulation of Social Media Influencers (Edward Elgar, 2020) (with Catalina Goanta, eds.) 

 

* ‘Outsourcing the Welfare State: The Role of Private Actors in Welfare Fraud Investigations’ (2020) 7 

European Journal of Comparative Law & Governance 1 (with Ymre Schuurmans) (peer-reviewed 

article) 

 

* ‘Digital Exclusion: Setting the Scene’ in G. Mendes & C. Blanco de Morais (eds), Public Law 

Governance 4.0 (FGV, 2020) (in press) (invited); 

 

* ‘Smart Mobility and Transport Poverty: A Right to Urban Mobility?’ In M. Finck, M. Lamping, V. 

Moscon, & H. Richter (Eds.), Smart Urban Mobility-Law, Regulation and Policy (Springer, 2020) 

(forthcoming); 

 

‘Constitutional Arrangements of the Dutch Caribbean: Aruba, Curacao, St. Maarten, Bonaire, St. 

Eustatius and Saba’, in R. Albert, D. O’Brien; S. Wheatle (Eds), Oxford Handbook of the Caribbean 

Constitutions (Oxford University Press 2020) (invited, in press) (with E. Hirsch Ballin and I. 

Broekhuijse); 

 

‘Future-Proofing Legislation for the Digital Age’ In S. Ranchordas, & Y. Roznai (Eds.), Time, Law, and 

Change: An Interdisciplinary Study (Hart Publishing / Bloomsbury, 2020) pp. 347-366 (with M. van ‘t 

Schip); 

 

Digitale platformen: globale staten naast de staat? In L. Besselink (Ed.), De economische 

constitutie: Beginselen van de Democratische Rechtsstaat tussen Globalisering en 

Europeanisering (Publikaties van de Staatsrechtkring). Wolf Legal Publishers. 

 

‘Innovatie en betere regelgeving’  RegelMaat, 35(5), 347-

364. https://doi.org/10.5553/RM/0920055X2020035005005 

 
 

* ‘We Teach and Learn Online. Are We All Digital Citizens Now? Lessons on Digital Citizenship from 

the Lockdown’, Int’l J. Const. L. Blog, May 13, 2020, at: http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/05/we-

teach-and-learn-online-are-we-all-digital-citizens-now-lessons-on-digital-citizenship-from-the-

lockdown/ 

 

* ‘Automation of Public Services and Digital Exclusion’, Int’l J. Const L. Blog, Mar. 11, 2020, at: 

http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/03/automation-of-public-services-and-digital-exclusion/  

 
* ‘Public Law and Technology: Automating Welfare, Outsourcing the State’, Int’l J. Const. L. Blog, Jan. 

15, 2020, at: http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/01/public-law-and-technology-automating-welfare-

outsourcing-the-state/  

 

 

PODCAST:  

* ‘Inclusive Mobility’, Podcast on Radical Redesign of Mobility with Geert Kloppenburg, 

available at https://geertkloppenburg.nl/category/podcast-redesigning-amsterdam/ [subscription 

with iTunes and Spotify also available] 
 

2019 

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-caribbean-constitutions-9780198793045?cc=nl&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-caribbean-constitutions-9780198793045?cc=nl&lang=en&
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/05/we-teach-and-learn-online-are-we-all-digital-citizens-now-lessons-on-digital-citizenship-from-the-lockdown/
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/05/we-teach-and-learn-online-are-we-all-digital-citizens-now-lessons-on-digital-citizenship-from-the-lockdown/
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/05/we-teach-and-learn-online-are-we-all-digital-citizens-now-lessons-on-digital-citizenship-from-the-lockdown/
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/03/automation-of-public-services-and-digital-exclusion/
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/01/public-law-and-technology-automating-welfare-outsourcing-the-state/
http://www.iconnectblog.com/2020/01/public-law-and-technology-automating-welfare-outsourcing-the-state/
https://geertkloppenburg.nl/category/podcast-redesigning-amsterdam/
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* ‘The New City Regulators: Platform and Public Values in Smart and Sharing Cities’ (2019) Computer 
Law & Security, DOI: 10.1016/j.clsr.2019.105375 (with Catalina Goanta) (peer-reviewed) 

 

* ‘Nudging Citizens through Technology in Smart Cities’ (2019) 33 International Review of 
Law, Computers & Technology, DOI: 10.1080/13600869.2019.1590928 (peer-reviewed); 
 

* ‘Public Values, Private Regulators: Between Regulation and Reputation in the Sharing Economy’ 

(2019) 13 Law & Ethics of Human Rights 1 (peer-reviewed); 

* ‘Quasi-Constitutionalism and Informal Legislative Entrenchment: The Case of the Affordable Care 

Act’ In R. Albert, & J. Colon-Rios (Eds.), Quasi-constitutionality and Constitutional Statutes: Forms, 

Functions, and Applications (Comparative Constitutional Change) (Routledge, 2019); 

‘Alzheimer’s and mHealth: Regulatory, Privacy, and Ethical Considerations’ In C. M. Hayre, D. J. 

Muller, & M. J. Scherer (Eds.), Everyday Technologies in Healthcare (Rehabilitation Science in Practice 

Series) (CRC Press, 2019); (with B. Kaplan) 

2018 

* ‘Citizens as Consumers in the Data Economy: The Case of Smart Cities” (2018) 7 (4) Journal of 

European Consumer and Market Law 154 (peer-reviewed); 

‘Online Reputation and the Regulation of Information Asymmetries in the Platform Economy’ (2018) 5 

Critical Analysis of Law 127 (peer-reviewed). 

* ‘Regulation and Public Policy Implications of Sharing Economy,’ in P. Albinsson & B. Y. Perera 

(Eds), The Sharing Economy: Possibilities, Challenges, and the Way Forward (New York: Praeger 

Publishing, 2018) (peer-reviewed); 

* ‘Cities as Corporations? The Privatization of Cities and the Automation of Local Law’ (2018) Oxford 

Business Law Blog (April 18) https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/business-law-blog/blog/2018/04/law-and-

autonomous-systems-series-cities-corporations-privatization 

 

2017 

 

* ‘Citizen Narratives in Consultations: Better Regulation?’ (2017) 19 European Journal of Legal Reform 

52 (peer-reviewed); 

 
 

2016 

 

The Judge and the Proportionate Use of Discretion: A Comparative Administrative Law Study 

(Routledge, 2016) (with Boudewijn de Waard, eds.); 

 

* ‘Digital Agoras: Democratic Legitimacy, Online Participation and the Case of Uber-Petitions’ (2016) 

Theory and Practice of Legislation 1 (peer-reviewed); 

 

‘Sharing and the City’ (2016) 49(5) Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law 1299 (with M. Finck); 

 

https://doi-org.proxy-ub.rug.nl/10.1080/13600869.2019.1590928
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/business-law-blog/blog/2018/04/law-and-autonomous-systems-series-cities-corporations-privatization
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/business-law-blog/blog/2018/04/law-and-autonomous-systems-series-cities-corporations-privatization
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‘Innovation Experimentalism in the Age of Sharing Economy’, (2016) 19 Lewis & Clark Law Review 

871 (2016) available on SSRN  

 

‘Snoozing Democracy: Sunset Clauses, De-juridification, and Emergencies’ (2016) 25 Minnesota 

Journal International Law 29 with Antonios Kouroutakis);  

 

2015 

‘The International Rule of Law Time After Time: Temporary Institutions between Continuity and 

Change,’ in R. Wessel & W. van Genugten (eds), The Netherlands Yearbook of International Law 67 

(Springer 2015) available on Cambridge University Press Online Journals (peer-reviewed) 

 

‘Does Sharing Mean Caring? Regulating Innovation in the Sharing Economy’ (2015) 16 Minnesota 

Journal of Law Science & Technology 413 (2015);  

 

‘Sunset Clauses and Experimental Legislation: Blessing or Curse for Legal Certainty?’ (2015) 36 Statute 

L. Rev. 28 (2015) available on Oxford University Press Journals (peer-reviewed); 

 

Innovation-friendly Regulation: The Sunset of Regulation, the Sunrise of Innovation’ 

(2015) 55 Jurimetrics 201 available on SSRN;  (peer-reviewed); 

 

‘Time, Timing, and Experimental Legislation’ (2015) 3 (2) Theory & Practice of Legislation 1 (editorial,  

Response-Essay, Curbing the New Corporate Power, Boston Review., May 2015, (invited submission) 

 

2014 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL SUNSETS AND EXPERIMENTAL LEGISLATION (Edward Elgar, 2014)  

• Reviewed in the American Journal of Comparative Law and European Journal of Risk 

Regulation; cited by Israel High Court in a groundbreaking judicial decision 

 

 

 

GRANTS, PRIZES & SCHOLARSHIPS: 

 

Total: 2.8M 

 

2022 

 

WASP-HS research grant based at Lund University, Co-PI (with Jannice Käll) (2022-2027) 

€1,000 000 (co-leading team of 5 researchers, including 2 PhD candidates) 

 

Dutch Science Foundation [NWO] – Vidi personal research grant (most prestigious grant for this 

career stage): €800,000  (team includes 2 PhD candidates) 

 

2019 

Norwegian Science Foundation – consortium grant for project on Algorithmic Accountability: 

€ 18, 000 (PI: Christian Fieseler, BI Oslo) 

 

2018 

Dutch Academy of Sciences [KNAW] grant for the organization of the conference “Blockchain, 

Public Trust, Law & Governance”: € 5, 000; 

 

http://ssrn.com/author=2294110
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=NYL
http://slr.oxfordjournals.org/content/36/1/28
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2544291
http://www.bostonreview.net/forum/curbing-new-corporate-power/sofia-ranchord%C3%A1s-sofia-ranchord%C3%A1s
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/business/high-court-serves-notice-no-more-two-year-budgets-1.5448926
https://www.ruling.co.il/בג%22ץ-8260-16-המרכז-האקדמי-למשפט-ולעסקים-נ.-כנסת-ישראל_b62d1ded-d54e-5a02-6584-d331ff478fd5
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Dutch Science Foundation PhD grant [NWO onderzoekstalent]: € 170, 000) (with Y. Schuurmans) 

 

 

2017 

Independent Science Foundation grant for project on social media influencers: € 6, 000) (with C. 

Goanta) 

 

Rosalind Franklin Fellowship, University of Groningen: € 450, 000 (estimated value, one PhD + 

research time). PhD Astrid Voorwinden concluded PhD in July 2023. 

 

2016 

Knight Foundation, Information Society Project Fellowship, Yale Law School: € 19,130 

2015 

Niels Stensen Fellowship (personal grant): € 42,860 

2014 

Dutch Science Foundation, NWO Smart Governance and Province Noord-Brabant (with Dr. L. 

Schaap) (grant awarded to start a research institute on regional regulation and governance at Tilburg 

University): € 520, 000 

Best Dissertation Prize (Tilburg University): €4, 000 

ACADEMIC AND MEDIA IMPACT 

• Media and online impact: scholarship cited in multiple international media outlets, including El 

Pais (Spain); Boston Review (US), Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Germany), Jornal de 

Negócios, JOTA, Migalhas (Brazil); Wall Street Journal (US); NRC, RTL Nieuws (the 

Netherlands) and featured in widely read legal blogs such as Balkinization, Oxford Business 

Law Blog, Administrative Law, and Written Description. 

 

 

 

RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

University of Pennsylvania, Carey Law School, Visiting Professor. Spring Term. Course: EU 

Regulation of Big Tech. Host: Professor Cary Coglianese 

 

University of Virginia Law School, 2022/2023[Visiting Professor, delayed visit – COVID-19 

measures]. Course, Spring Term: Datafication, Automation, Inequality 

 

University of Pennsylvania Law School, Bok Visiting Professorship, 2023/2024 

Course, Fall Term: Regulation, Automation & Inequality 

 

IDP, Brasilia, Brazil, March 2021 

Visiting Professor 

Teaching: Seminar Democracy, Innovation & Technology 

 

Catolica Global School of Law, Lisbon, Portugal, January 2021 

Visiting Professor 

Teaching: Seminar Innovation Law 
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LUISS Guido Carli, Rome, Italy, September 2020- present 

Visiting Professor 

Teaching: Law and Policy of Innovation and Sustainability, Urban Law, Land Use 

 

University of International Relations-Law School, Beijing, China, June 2016 

Visiting Professor (invited) 

Courses: Summer Course: Introduction to Law & Technology 

 

George Washington University Law School, DC, Summer 2014 

Visiting Scholar 

 

RELEVANT CONSULTANCY EXPERIENCE 

VSNU [Association of Dutch Universities] (June 2020-) 

* Member of Expert Committee on Public Values and Digitalization 

 

Dutch Council for the Environment and Infrastructure (February 2020- February 2021) 

Member of Expert Committee on Digitalization and Sustainability 

 

Dutch Ministry of Interior (2019) 

Member of Expert Committee and Supervision of Report 

* Fair Governance of Data in Public Spaces,  available at 

https://www.digitaleoverheid.nl/document/behoorlijk-datagebruik-in-de-openbare-ruimte/ (2019) 

 

Dutch Ministry of Interior (2018) 

Principal Researcher 

Report: Comparative Law Analysis of the Regulation of Home-Sharing (2018) [internal document] 

 

 

European Commission, DG GROW 

Project leader and Researcher 

Report: Home-Sharing in the Digital Economy: The Cases of Brussels, Stockholm and Budapest: 

Impulse Paper (2016) (in collaboration with K. Zurek and Z.Gedeon), available at 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/strategy/collaborative-economy/  

 

Oxford Reuters Institute & Yale Law School 

Researcher 

* Report: The Impact of Charity and Tax Law/Regulation on Not-for-Profit News Organizations: US 

Law chapter (2016), available on SSRN 

 

 

OTHER: 

• Languages: English (fluent), Portuguese (native), French (fluent), Dutch (fluent), Italian (very 

good), German (good), Spanish (listening/reading skills). 

 

 

 

https://www.digitaleoverheid.nl/document/behoorlijk-datagebruik-in-de-openbare-ruimte/
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/strategy/collaborative-economy/
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2754832
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2754832
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